Rapport skrevet av Harald Ulrik Sverdrup, Juni 1922 fra Seattle til
Nome

nDen ble maskinskrevet og sendt til min mor av den amerikanske_damen..
han var forlovet med et kapitel som ellers forbighs i taushet i Aen-~
ne familie, som du kan forstl. Jeg vet ikke om dokumentet finngs_ pa

inst., eller om det er av noen .interesse, meft hvis det er, sé er det
herved en’ gave til Norsk Polarlnstltutt i o

Sitat fra brev fra Siri Sverdrum Tundén, (av 16/5 1976) +til PH,




EVQ' /([f&( /// /7/ 0, ey (5¢ omsiZepde gc'cg}/)

J;

£ The pllot left ue M'. 103304 Now the Memd is shaking from the
motoy and our light , too, is poor to-might, Wisting with Omdahl and two o:t
Chulkshi are on declk, Syvertsen in the engine-rooms

s llow we have Cape Flatte:y a~beam and the whole Pacific Ogean in
front of usy We've had luck with the weather. It's almost ealm, overcast and &
light swells Iverything hos been made fost and we awe prepared for rolling nowe
Ve ave slowly getting into oxder now, Homsen is & mm fellow, strong as o
bear and full of jokes.

Foy ten or twive days now we won't se? shores All rightl The next
excliting moment will come when we hove to go between the Alemtian Islands, There
is usually too much fog up there, Let's hope we have lucks

The departuve yesterday fyom Seattle was quite funny « I had a queer
sensation, the kind you have when you take a a:ﬂnite steps

3116 Pulle

We have had lucke It's caim and only & small swelle The Meud uns lilke an ocem
liner, steady and fine, I have wateh during the day from eight to elght and have
the navigation; Hansen who ghares the wateh does the seamans' work lergelys. Dhbl
cooks and I help him find thingss To find something here now is quite hard woxk,
We know where eveyy oase has been stored but the cases have necessarily been
placed one on top of each other se you may have to remove ten cases before you -
find the right enes And the voom is so smell that you have to work in the funniest
positions,

I had & long tall with ewr Camadisn flyer, Pullérton. It's a nice end
aiet fellow. He has been marvied eight months, I saw his wife; she 1s chamming.

Ma 7:16 AJie Memd hasn't forgotten hey old tricks, It's calm and the sea

looks smooth but Maud is livelys This morning a.t five I got my sozpbox in my
head but now I have made everything fast,

1 don't xmow of mything much move disagreeable than when eveyything
in your cabin starts movings You get hold of & couple of books but have to drop
them because a bottle of Ink slides gayly along; you loose your balance yourself
and dowm go the books to the floor where they contimme sliding from ome wall to
anothey, And if the floor ls covered with water which washes from one side to
the other, then it's nice. DBut such things only happened when I was groeny= now
I mmow the old tub too wen» I hope we'll have sun today so I may get an
observation .

9:15

It has been & fine day, some headwind which mpkes our,progress raihes & o
but 2 smooth seas Maud rools of course but that doesn't matter, We had commnicatim
with ReAs today from the
Did I tell you that we have twelve pups along with us? White collies. Nav w
have them end Sally "2otheys" them, The pups are eute. They eal as mmch os they
get and run around as much as the space pemmltse And they are very fiiemily. If
someone will stay with them for o while he'll get surrounded by the eager small L
things whieh jump up on him from every side. And Sally wateches them but doesn't
pommit ovexyone to pt them. ©Ghe is eute too. (Sally is the Spitz, as you know,.)
Enough dog-talkl IALl go to slepp. Oh, but the last days in Seattle
were mrried, Here we are now and veyy little forgotten, only some note-books,

222 9180 AJie Ve had some slight trouble with the meter this morning, It
had to be stopped because & pagking was leaking which had to be replaced by enother,
By 7:50 1t wes alright apgain and now we are making five miles an hour. No sea,
Just a small swell and & light breeze, Of course it had been better If the breeze

had been with us, not against us, but we cannot expeet too much,
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j But~ soryy to sgy so=- the Memd is getting dirty., The deck is filled
up with barrels of oll between the crates for the alrplanes and the barrels have
been palnted with some awful green stuff which stlcks to the bootss We have
walkk on the barrels and are garrying the green stuff about. Ho good}

Just mow Olonkin is twylng to got in touch with the Yictoris where R.A, ia
He doesn't get any answer from Vie; moybe she®s too far sways We hoven't hade much
progress today. Headwind. But we have crawled about 110 mileSeess This life on
board is very motter-o'sfasts It is no stremuous life tut ome day passes as the
nexte : ‘

) , Today five yesrs age the Ned was lemnchod end christeneds IU wasa
wonderful summey day. I hed been home for e¢me month and had the day before defended
my thesis for the desveo Phe d In publie end on the next day I retuimed to Leipsie
to stay there until Augusie ‘ | L

The day I wetched the Memd slide in the water I badn't beleived it
if somebody had told me that I five years latey would sail déoard her from Seattle
to Nome and would mavigate her across the Pasific. ‘

Oh, tut you ought to sce me nowl I'm mot muachallke the young man
who in Jamary esme to oall upon lics Plekett in evening clothes and took her to tle
theatye or to the Vashington to demees I'™m in 0ld not very clean and ralheyr torn
elothes; heavy beots; my fage is getuing full of wrinkles and has a four~days®
beard; my hends ayre big and swollen amd seratehed and the winkles in them are like
fine blask lines because they haven't beon washed with fresh watery only sea
watery, sinee June O '

4:00Pslis It is gottlng colder, The temperature is now omly 45 degrees.
It will be several years befare I¥1l experiense 90 degrees aguln and instead of
light elothes we'll soon beeputting om skin clothes, one sult with the halxy
side ins But now for meteorologicol observatimss : ‘

We hove o fresh N.We wind and its rather oBilly on decks But I don't need
to be on doek all the time; I heve to compute the observationsg to find out where
we are; towrite in several diaries and do other things. Nalmgren stands now at

the wheels He is ecertainly a good sports

8:15 Aslis Rolling along. This is golng te be a masty day., It is
fogegy end raining and e fresh NV, is blowing, fThe sea ls inercasing end the
Mend is working heavily.
I don't mind the rolling and pitching but I don't like never to get a chmee

to cat & plate of somp in pease. Yestie! we had soup fo¥ dinnex= first. I
was very sy balaneing my plate and had ren Opposite me. He hodn't le ammed
the trioke yet, so suddenly the contents of his plate came rushing across the

table and splashed down partly in my pal, partly down nmy high and wide sea~boots.
Sueh ic t.is lifesw= g platitmdinous remari}

June 10,1922, 10:15 Aule Fine weather todayl Almost ecalm end a long oceen swell
from the West: We are making avint 545 miles an hour now and that len't bad with
this tub, We may pass between the Aleutian Islands on June 19 and then Nome about the
: ! Vel toidy youymiRncen)oyaibe:oetnblipeen Bt oAy L FeCRERARS Butw
when we leave Nome the wreal stmgple beginss First we have to reach Point Barrow

as soon as possible but we'll probably not be sble to make it before July 20e

If Resle con start before Awgust 15 it will be fines It will give us
ample time to resch 75 degrees if possiblc this year, Iven if we don't leavo
Pozx;t Barror before Augnst 50 we have good chemees , the first part of Soptemie ¥
belng the best pert of the season. And them when we get £ivzen in we'll start to




-

work like the dickens to show the good fellows in Norway that we are in eamests
The Canadian flyer, Lieutenant Pulle rton, talls mchwith mes I lmow the
Arctle fairly well, it seems, so0 I am able to give him all kinds of mfomtim.
9:00P M
It's comparatlvely late« for use I had a long diseussion wl.th mmmn :
on the subjeet of philosophlec systemss He hasn't the distaln for philosophy which
I have,~ although distaln 1s hamly the word for my feelingss My objectlon agalmmt
philosgphy is that 2 philosppher tries to £ind out tmth, Wt wvhat is tre to
- him or %o me may be blagk lies to other persons. and I agree wupon many
points,~ s 0 many that he remarked today that hemua have to ¢ hange some of his
to give us something to agrue aboutj be thcmght that I 4 es the older, ought to have
the pxz‘rnad@ of keeplng m&mu \-

Rainy today, with drizzle mﬁ tnm No sun, no ubaemtzm 8s But we lmve
') 1&@« hreau wuah vs and are making over siz miles en hour, It's Sunday but
not mueh like Sunday, Hovever, we may see land sgeilm Saturdeys Two weeks in the
open ses, mmlzg but nhn seay not & shipe

1 - 11:00 Am» A wnderful day but we need it to male wp £for yesterday whish
' was misersbles Now it's sbsolutely calm and we are speeding shesd with six miles an
hour, If there had only been mo¥e space on deck, 1t would have been nice to wilie
but the mz: is full of alrplanes and dogs ¢nd barrels with oils ;
9:00 Py
*Doaa.v we M & little exeltement. The deck avound the exhoust ps.po stavted to
smoke, It didn't astually toke fire but was on the point of its We had te stop
the motoy and remove & ring aronad the ezhoustepipe and wthar things. We stopped By
two hours, the sea culm and flooded with sunshines
I%11l go bo bed nowe Tonlght I @n foeeling a bit far avay from your amund
world tat I tell myself:; This io & man's litu .

13,1 S:60 Palle m faly wind didn't lasts Iow we have & headwind sgain amd the
sea is rising,
Today it 1s my sister Mimi%s birthdoy. The time eertatm.y mnss I've written
her to-day o letter which is to be malled in Nome. '
HWow I have to take some ohmmvt&m and then go down and £ind my sealekin
pantse : "

. 9100 Pulle It's & rough and disagrecable nighte~ fredh wind almost agelnst
we and dense wet foge 1 don't emvy Wisting who is to stey on deek for twelve howrs
now, He looked so grey end tirved when he ¢came onts

Clear weadher againe Ve "1l go through the pess right between 16 and
u' the weather keeps finos The barometey is highe I like to navigate, to find this
mmm wide entrence into the Bering Sea but it is & swre gome, (uite simple , but
stlll at that fun to ginf the plase you've been head Log for and make lend oxactly
where you want it after two weekss

i Ve weren't so awfully lucky af ter alls But now we are at the entrance o
m pau and as Lt is very short, we'll get through without trvouble, In fromt of us
is a wall of dense thiek fog: 1 do mot envy W'iung,’wha stays out all nights I
think I told you this pass had a bad reputation. Ohy hewve's Wisiting mow, IHe had seen
the light en Seoteh cape and came in to hawve a look at the sharts The light is where it
ought to,be so that helpss ,




\ : Satupdey « Ve oome safely thmug‘a the pass last night but in
ai ble weathers A gale wos blowing against the curvent o the sprey almost

| over the lemd, Wisting and Omdshl got soaled to & the skine. But they saw the
llahtx all right and by one o'clee kwe were thyough and now sye hesding north through
the Bering Sea,

I hope we don't got a gele heres In the Bering Sea you can risk &

gale at ajy season. Neud is a pevfectly safe boat but a gele is disagreables .
I've had enough of them! Malmgren wants one to "sec how a gale foels." My curiosity
in that vespeet has been satisfleds

‘ he last mornings I have boen p at 6:30 to melke hotoakes for brealkihst
but this morning isking is making ¢ hemysiie bave had much tyouble today with
observatdnas besouse we are getting north so repldly now thai owr compass lso
sﬂttug wiongs It loolked vory confused this mooms I could not m head or tall out

of it but this aftemorn ! got things stralghtened out,

. w 1:00 in the mrzung* Nemd still can rojl! Ve have a wyather strong
son'wester end the Bering Sea is shallow and disagveable, 1 turned out at twelve
thirty te have a look around end sec that nothing could get loose in the shiw troom.
Byerything wos all rights I also wented Lo ask Visting %0 keep the door of the glly
shmats Now the Jand just places the rails in the miitey tut she may take water over fiv
‘relling angtine and if the gplley Goor s them opemy we'll get a good portion
of the Bering Ses in , £irst in the golleyy then in the saloon ond then in my
cabin, That has happened before and it's darned disagreables
Visting was making coffese so we had o companionable oup and a smoke. Iow

for m mm.
' 8:45 Pelin
Ve &ro approaching Neme rapldly snd mey enshor there tmam fercnom«

Ve mede land nisely.  The fog turned to raln so we could see
som miles ahead. At five thirty this mowning, we sighted land and were able %o
recognize Cape Home, only ten miles east of Nome. We followed the ecast and anshore
‘twenty mimmtes age at eight o'eloek, Fimn. if we can contimme having sueh
luelke, it will certel nly be ﬂm*n § _
: 146

ReA% has been on board and he was gled to see us here so early. We will sta,y
here @ few doys if the weather keeps good, If the wind changes to the uw.th.
will have to leave at onee ; theve is ne habbour here.

: But at present we canlt get across Bering Stralte It's too early; still
too much dmeh iee in the Straits I think we may go to Port Clavense at first, mm
loo miles fyom Nome to change the bearings for the propelloresess
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