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Herr professor Sverdrup,
Direktor for Norsk “olarlnstltutt
Observatoriegate 1,
Oslo.

Jeg var den 20. ds. til stede som xreszjest
ved "The Antarctic Club"s Arsmiddag. TFra en av
de tilstedeverende, Dr. ¥ric S. larshall, C.B.T%.,
¥.C., som deltok i Shackletons eksvedisjon til
Beardmore “lacier, har jeg deretter mottatt et
brev av 26, ds., hvori Dr. larshall gir visse opp-
lysninger som han mener ikke ticligere er kjent.

A Jec unnlater ikke 4 vedlegge gienpart av dette

brev for den interesse det matte ha.

Jeg har takket Dr. larshsll for hans brev og

il }

1

for de opplysninger han gir.

Da bezynnelsen av Dr. llarchall's brev kan tyde
p4 at det i presidentens tale under middagen var en
antydning av kritikk av Roald Amundsen, vil jeg
gjerhe nevne at jec ikke oppfattet talen pa denne

mite, og at middazen var i enhver henseende vellykket,

Er g;?gst
//

Morges fAmbassaddr,
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At the Antarctic Club 'Comine cof Age' Dinner
at the Yolborn Restaurant on the 20th inst, when you
were the "uest of the Club, reference was made in the
President's snmeech fo the two ereat Worweszian Txplorers,
Mansen and Amundsen.

Mansen, the zgreatest of all Polar Zxplorers, was
succeeded by Amuncsen who was second to him because he
came after him, but the President's statement that the
latter had an easier route to the “outh Tole than Scott
was not warranted, and as the only person present who
accomvanied Shackleton on his pioneer journey up the
Beardmore 7lacier to 88 23' South, and responsible for the
only existing map up to that point, I would like to
dissociate myself from those remarks.

4 eathering such as that was inopportune to raise
such a contentious question or reply to it with facts

ks

which are within my personal experience, but repeated

reference to the relationship between Scott and Amundsen,
to the detriment of &the reputation of the latter, and most

'Scott of the intarctic', prompts

recently in the film
me at *this late date to submit certain facts which have
been withheld from the public and are not cenerally known.

On our return from the Antarcetic in 1909 the




atmosphere, so far as the Zoyal fGeoasraphical Soclety

was concerned, headed by the President,

Varkham, was
T was on the
to Duteh Vew
return until

In the

c0 up to the

Zir Clement
antazonistic, and after completing the map
fontinent until T s2iled on an exveaition
Tuinea in Octoter, from which I did not
1211.

autunn of that v

ear “hackleton asked me to

British 4ssociation ileeting at Jjuncee %o

g

defend the repuftation sni claims of our expedition =gainst
Sir Clements larkham who ..as speaking in the “eozraphical
Section on Antarectic %xnloration. He was accompanied
by Mrs, Scott, then the wife of Captsin N.7. Scott, who
was in the intarctic and =Lout to start on his ill-fated
journey to the South Pole.

Tn his survey of Antarctic Fxnloration, Markham
made no reference to Shackleton or his expecdition. Fe

was followed by T'r. Rudmose Brown, scientist of the

Bruce Expedition, (also present st the recent cinner),
after which I was uninterrupted for £U minutes, and
with a map and the =.7.3.7%eographer, .'r. ieeves, claimed
every detail on the map from Scott's 'Tarthest Couth'
82 17' 3, to 88 23' S.

At a later date st an interview with Sir Scott
Yeltie, then then Secretary of the Royal Geographical

Society, the blame for the Scott disaster was attributec




to the competition with ZAmundsen.
Competition, whether by “hackleton or Amundsen,
was outlawed by the Zoyal 7eoeravhical Society.

1 later severed my connection with the Society.

The real cause of “eottts f=ilure was Scurvy,

anc the renlisation that Shackleton had accomolished

all he had claimed, =and that his own effort to travel
the final 97 geosraphical miles of vnlatesu waste had

added nothing to the sum of human knowledze.

To ploneer a route which had been oven to Scott,
and accomnlish it as ‘mundsen did, detracts nothing
from the achievement and never warranted the observation
made in reference to him.

Je know that the 3Bearimore 7lacier route was not
the 'walk over' that Scott misht have been led to exvect,
tut no-one present at the dinner had experisnce of

Amundsen's route.

v only desire is to place these facts on record,
and the time 1s now opporfune.

Scott was a9 ereat centleman and, no doubt, an
excellent naval officer.
T have the honour to be, Sir,

Trich S. iarshall (egd.)

His Txcellency !'I, Per Preben Prebensen, C.E.E.,
From/ o :
Dr. @riec.S.}Marshall, C,B.E.,M.C,
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